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BOOKS RECEIVED 



Country and pay double rates for the 
privilege. The leading part is taken by 
Rosa Lynd (Lady Chetwynde), a New 
York girl, who, I believe, was unknown 
previously on our stage here. Miss Lynd 
gives an intelligent and sympathetic ren- 
dering of the part of an American girl who 
marries that fine flower of civilisation, the 
noblest work of God — a. Prussian officer. 
If any man wants to know what we are 
fighting for let him see Her Country. 

The Off Chance, by R. C. Carton, is a 
Lord and Lady Algy sort of play but gives 
Ethel Barrymore an opportunity to show 
what a really fine and sympathetic come- 
dienne she can be. Her rounded womanli- 
ness is not the least of her attractions. Al- 
though it is not my custom to dwell much 
on the merits of performers, jf cannot re- 
frain from mentioning E. Lyall Swete in 
his characterisation of Lord Cardonnell, 
the good-natured English sporting peer 
without a trace of "side." Swete's work 
will stand out in my theatrical portrait 
gjallery as one of the notable achievements 
of the year. 

Booth Tarkington's Seventeen is a pecu- 



liarly representative American play and 
displays the Eternal Boy as no one had 
pictured him since Mark Twain. Every 
man will heave a sigh of sympathy at the 
pathetic trials and tribulations of the 
young hero, and realise that youth has its 
bitterness and mortifications no less poign- 
ant than those of maturity. Childhood is, 
with the majority, the most unhappy 
period of life. As presented by Mr. Stuart 
Walker's company the performance is en- 
tirely adequate if not distinguished. 

Remains two farces with titles curiously 
alike, Sick-a-bed, by Ethel Watts Mum- 
ford, and A Cure for Curables, by Earl 
Derr Biggers and Lawrence Whitman. 
Sick-a-bed is easily the better piece of fun- 
ning and is the more logical. There is no 
class of play which requires, within its 
conventions, a more thorough application 
of the principles of logic than the farce. 
The situations were unforced and the hu- 
mor arises naturally therefrom. A Curejor 
Curables pulls rather a labored oar and 
the scene in the sanitarium is reminiscent 
of musical comedy and of farce of the mid- 
Rutherford B. Hayes period. 
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